
 

IT manager, GEM Model Facility, ETH ZŸrich, Switzerland  
 
Earthquakes kill people. A single earthquake can deliver the same energy as 10,000 nuclear 
bombs. Whether you survive or not depends on how well prepared you and the society you live in 
are for the next big one. 
 
GEM, the Global Earthquake Model, is a non-profit, international effort to tackle the 
understanding of earthquake risk worldwide. In parallel with our scientific and diplomatic efforts, 
we are developing a unique, open-source software system that computes all aspects of 
earthquake hazard, risk, and impact. This is high-performance, scientific computing at its finest. 
And you could be a part of it. 
 
If the PMBoK is bedtime reading; if you decorate your kitchen with Gantt and PERT charts; if you 
live and breathe the project triangle; you may be the one we're looking for. 
 
Regardless of where you currently are in the world, come to Zurich and lead a small, tight-knit 
team of engineers, scientists, and software developers. 
 
You have: 
    * Managed software projects under short timelines and complex requirements 
    * Mastered Agile development methodology (preferably Scrum) 
    * Experience with scientific computing and modelling 
    * Experience in open-source development (public RCS and DCS) 
    * Some basic understanding of GIS and spatial data systems 
    * Experience managing a distributed, cross-functional team 
    * Managed some outsourced aspects of development (QA, etc) 
    * Supported software in production, through multiple iterations 
 
... and done all this while providing transparency and concise reporting to a diverse group of 
stakeholders and governing bodies. 
 
You will be a member of the GEM Executive Committee and will play a central role in seeing the 
ambitious vision of GEM become reality. You will report to the director of the SED and to the 
Secretary General of the GEM foundation. 
 
Software engineering is based in the Swiss Seismological Service offices at ETH Zurich, but 
frequent travel to the GEM Secretariat offices in Pavia, Italy, will be required. 
 
English is the working language at ETHZ and in GEM; a working knowledge of 
German is desirable, but not required. The ETHZ is an equal-opportunity employer and 
encourages the application of qualified female candidates. 
 
This is a full-time position open immediately, for two to three years with the possibility of 
extension.  
 
To apply, please send CV: application@sed.ethz.ch, subject: GEM IT Manager 
No agencies, please. 

 


